
 

115 rosa l parks blvd 
nashville, tn 37203 

 
phone: 615.251.8997 

www.estelgallery.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scott Turri 
Cocoons and Mobile Homes 
Artist Statement 

 
 

Death is inevitable and the deterioration that goes along with aging. As the life cycle progresses I have 
participated in the production of the next generation, seeing my offspring develop and mature I have begun 
to examine my own mortality and also of loved ones; older parents, aging siblings, friends, etc. and how this 
process of aging impacts me. The shell of a body that is shed, how we are housed in the body or the living 
quarters, how does the house act as the shell that we carry with us? What does home mean and how does 
it relate to our physical home of our body? I can remember when a good friend of mine who has played and 
written music most of his life came up with a song at a relatively young age called Living in a State of Decay. 
That lyric sung or should I say shouted over and over has somehow come back to me as I cycle through life. 
The ability to change and reinvent ourselves is what I am exploring in this latest series Cocoons and 
Mobile Homes, a metaphor for death, metamorphosis, rebirth, and memory. 
 
Our culture is obsessed with looking young -- the 40Õs are the new 30Õs, although I am not particularly 
caught up in this type of popular mantra I find it difficult to avoid. For most of my life I have been health 
conscious; taking care of myself, maintaining mind and body, but nonetheless the aging process spares no 
one and I have become more acutely aware of its work. As I review my life I tend to look at it in segments or 
compartments and my work reflects this thinking. I have been working in series for the last 15 years often 
staying with a series for a few years at a time. When I began to formulate the conceptual framework for this 
latest body of work it felt like I was entering something new and I wanted to embrace that idea with the work, 
so the idea of a cocoon felt appropriate. Also, shelter in a metaphorical sense as well is part of the matrix 
that I have fashioned for this series. Even though I may seem preoccupied with aging, death, and decay 
there is still an integral part of me that looks to the future with hope and a renewed vigor for what is to come 
next.  
 
My work has always been about finding a balance between the personal and cultural as well as integrating 
these concerns within an art historical context. I rely extensively on a computer based method of working 
using Flash MX to create still images which are used as models from which I create exact larger scaled 
painted replicas. I have come in and out of making work that is very personal but more recently have 
attempted to distance the work from self. Once again, I find myself becoming more reflective and I donÕt 
mind if the work is more expressive of a personal paradigm, however I continue to work in the language of 
abstraction and in many ways attempt to address universal issues concerning the life process with this 
series.  
 


